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Amendments to the Claims

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the

present application.

1. (Original) A system for providing a sales transaction of goods or services

between a buyer and a seller, the system comprising:

a coordinator that receives a first purchase order from the buyer, that issues a

second purchase order to the seller based on the first purchase order, that receives an

invoice from the seller based on the second purchase order, and that assumes title in the

invoice;

a financial institution that receives an interest in the invoice from the coordinator,

and that guarantees the buyer's payment; and

a bank that advances or loans at least a portion of the invoice to the seller based

on the guarantee from the financial institution.

2. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 wherein the first purchase order

includes a mark-up representing a fee for services provided by the coordinator in

connection with the sales transaction.

3. (Original) The system of claim 2 wherein the mark-up is agreed upon between

the coordinator and the buyer prior to the transaction.

4. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 further comprising a coordinator's

invoice issued to the buyer indicating that the buyer is to pay the financial institution.

5. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein the financial institution is located in the

same country as the coordinator, and the bank is located in the same country as the seller.

6. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 further comprising a credit

approval for the buyer provided by the financial institution to the coordinator, wherein
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the credit approval includes any limitations on the buyer's credit.

7. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 wherein the invoice is assigned to

the financial institution by the coordinator.

8. (Previously presented) The system of claim 7 wherein the legal position of the

financial institution in the assigned invoice is perfected with respect to the coordinator.

9. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein the second purchase order indicates

that the coordinator is to be billed for the transaction and that the goods or services are to

be shipped to the buyer.

10. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a set of shipping documents

prepared by the seller that indicate the seller to be the importer of record, that are

presented to the custom's office of the buyer's country, and that are presented to the bank.

1 1 . (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 wherein the advance or loan

provided to the seller is a percentage of the invoice from the seller to the coordinator.

12. (Original) The system of claim 11 wherein the percentage is agreed upon

between the bank and the seller prior to the transaction.

13. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a time period during which

the buyer inspects the goods or services received from the seller.

14. (Previously presented) The system of claim 13 wherein there is no discrepancy

between the goods or services ordered and the goods or services actually received.

15. (Original) The system of claim 14 wherein the buyer pays the financial

institution, the financial institution pays the mark-up to the coordinator, the financial

institution pays the bank less any applicable charges of the financial institution, and the
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bank pays the seller less the amount of the advance or loan and any applicable charges of

the bank.

16. (Previously presented) The system of claim 13 wherein there is a discrepancy

between the goods or services ordered and the goods or services actually received.

17. (Original) The system of claim 16 wherein the buyer and seller negotiate

amended terms of the transaction to accommodate the discrepancy.

18. (Original) The system of claim 17 wherein the buyer pays a portion of the

amount due to the financial institution, the financial institution pays the coordinator a

portion of the mark-up, the financial institution pays the bank a portion of the invoice

amount less any applicable charges of the financial institution, and the bank pays the

seller a reduced amount less the amount or loan of the advance and any applicable

charges of the bank.

19. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein the goods or services are not accepted

by the buyer and the seller pays back the advance or loan to the bank plus any applicable

charges of the bank.

Claim 20 (canceled).

21. (Currently amended) A method for a coordinator to provide a sales transaction of

goods or services between a buyer and a seller, the method comprising:

transmitting a first purchase order from the buyer to the coordinator;

transmitting a second purchase order from the coordinator to the seller based on

the first purchase order;

transmitting an invoice from the seller to the coordinator based on the second

purchase order, wherein the coordinator assumes title in the invoice;

assigning an interest of the coordinator in the invoice by the coordinator to a

financial institution;
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guaranteeing payment of the invoice by the financial institution to a bank; and

advancing or loaning at least a portion of the invoice by the bank to the seller

based on the guarantee from the financial institution.

22. (Previously presented) The method of claim 21, further comprising including a

mark-up in the first purchase order representing a coordinator's fee for providing the sales

transaction.

23. (Original) The method of claim 22 wherein the mark-up is agreed upon between

the coordinator and the buyer prior to the transaction.

24. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein the coordinator issues a coordinator's

invoice to the buyer indicating that the buyer is to pay the financial institution.

25. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein the financial institution is located in

the same country as the buyer, and the bank is located in the same country as the seller.

26. (Original) The method of claim 21, further comprising the financial institution

investigating the buyer's credit and notifying the coordinator of whether the buyer's credit

is approved to participate in the method and of any limitations on the buyer's credit.

27. (Original) The method of claim 21, further comprising the coordinator assigning

the invoice to the financial institution.

28. (Original) The method of claim 27, further comprising the financial institution

perfecting its legal position in the assigned invoice with respect to the coordinator.

29. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein the second purchase order indicates

that the coordinator is to be billed for the transaction and that the goods or services are to

be shipped to the buyer.
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30. (Original) The method of claim 21, further comprising the seller preparing a set

of shipping documents that indicate the seller to be the importer of record; presenting the

shipping documents to the custom's office of the buyer's country; and presenting the

shipping documents to the bank.

31. (Original) The method of claim 30, further comprising the bank providing the

advance or loan to the seller upon receipt of the shipping documents, the advance or loan

being a percentage of the invoice from the seller to the coordinator.

32. (Original) The method of claim 31 wherein the percentage is agreed upon

between the bank and the seller prior to the transaction.

33. (Original) The method of claim 21, further comprising providing a time period

for the buyer to inspect the goods or services received from the seller.

34. (Original) The method of claim 33 wherein the buyer finds no discrepancy

between the goods or services ordered and the goods or services actually received.

35. (Original) The method of claim 34, further comprising: the buyer paying the

financial institution; the financial institution paying the mark-up to the coordinator; the

financial institution paying the bank less any applicable charges of the financial

institution; and the bank paying the seller less the amount of the advance or loan and any

applicable charges of the bank.

36. (Original) The method of claim 33 wherein the buyer finds a discrepancy

between the goods or services ordered and the goods or services actually received.

37. (Original) The method of claim 36 wherein the buyer and seller negotiate

amended terms of the transaction to accommodate the discrepancy.

38. (Original) The method of claim 37, further comprising: the buyer paying a

-6-



09/918,334 17059-1

portion of the amount due to the financial institution; the financial institution paying the

coordinator a portion of the markup; the financial institution paying the bank a reduced

amount less any applicable charges of the financial institution; and the bank paying the

seller a reduced amount less the amount of the advance or loan and any applicable

charges of the bank.

39. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein the goods or services are not accepted

by the buyer and the seller pays back the advance or loan to the bank plus any applicable

charges of the bank.

Claim 40 (canceled).

41. (New) The system of claim 1, wherein the sales transaction is an online auction,

and wherein the coordinator is an auction manager.

42. (New) The method of claim 21, wherein the sales transaction is an online auction,

and wherein the steps of transmitting the first purchase order, transmitting the second

purchase order, and transmitting the invoice are performed electronically over a network.
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